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longer needed to support field office op-
erations. The Decommissioning Report
shall be based on the scientific and
technical criteria contained in the
NWS’ Radar Decommissioning Plan,
which criteria shall be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER as the final decom-
missioning criteria in accordance with
the requirements of sec. 704(b)(1) of the
Act.

(d) If the final commissioning cri-
teria significantly modify the criteria
upon which the previous commis-
sioning of a NEXRAD and/or ASOS
were based, the NWS shall confirm that
the relevant system conforms with the
final criteria adopted. The NWS shall
not decommission any NWS radar until
the final criteria have been adopted.

§946.6 Change in operations—trans-
ferring responsibility and moving
field offices.

(a) After providing any notification
required by §946.3(b), NWS may change
operations at a field office to imple-
ment the Strategic Plan, including:

(1) Transferring official responsi-
bility for taking radar observations to
a NEXRAD Weather Service Forecast
Office (NWSFO) or a NEXRAD Weather
Service Office (NWSO) that is being es-
tablished as a future Weather Forecast
Office following commissioning of the
NEXRAD at the new office;

(2) Transferring official responsi-
bility for taking observations from a
Category 1 radar to a backup radar or
radars prior to constructing and/or op-
erating a replacement NEXRAD. Be-
fore transferring responsibility, the Re-
sponsible Meteorologist shall docu-
ment that technical coordination with
users has been completed and that the
transition to the replacement
NEXRAD can be completed expedi-
tiously;

(3) Transferring its service responsi-
bility for issuing watches, warnings,
forecasts and other products to a
NWSFO or NWSO;

(4) Significantly reducing its staffing
level by transferring or reassigning
personnel to support the service re-
sponsibilities transferred under para-
graph (a)(3) of this section provided
that the field office continues to assign
the appropriate number of positions es-
tablished by the NWS Operations Man-
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ual to carry out its observation respon-
sibilities; and

(5) Moving an entire field office to a
location within the local commuting
and service area of that office.

(b) A field office may not signifi-
cantly reduce its staffing level as-
signed to support any observation re-
sponsibility, including those respon-
sibilities transferred under paragraph
(a)(2) of this section and those retained
under paragraph (a)(4) of this section,
until the Secretary has certified that
the automation and/or consolidation
will not degrade service in accordance
with §946.7.

§946.7 Preparation of proposed certifi-
cation for restructuring.

(a) Whenever it becomes appropriate
to restructure a field office identified
in the National Implementation Plan,
but prior to taking such action, the Re-
sponsible Meteorologist shall make a
determination that there will be no
degradation of service based on the
final criteria published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER in accordance with sec. 704 of
the Act and recommend a proposed cer-
tification. The proposed certification
may address all related restructuring
actions that occur as part of a coordi-
nated step described in the National
Implementation Plan.

(b) The proposed certification shall
include:

(1) A description of local weather
characteristics and weather-related
concerns which affect the weather serv-
ices provided within the service area;

(2) A detailed comparison of the in-
ventory of services provided within the
service area prior to such action and
the services to be provided after such
action;

(3) Any recent or expected mod-
ernization of NWS operations which
will enhance services to the affected
area;

(4) An identification of any area
within any state which will not receive
NEXRAD coverage at an elevation of
10,000 feet;

(5) Evidence based upon operational
demonstration of modernized NWS op-
erations which support a determina-
tion that no degradation in service will
result;
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(6) Any report of the Committee
issued under sec. 707(c) of the Act; and

(7) The Responsible Meteorologist’s
determination that there will be no
degradation of service.

(c) If the restructuring proposed to be
certified involves the commissioning of
a NEXRAD, the Responsible Meteorolo-
gist shall also consider the following
evidence from operational demonstra-
tion of modernized operations in reach-
ing the conclusion that no degradation
of service will result:

(1) The Commissioning Report con-
taining the elements described in
§946.5(a);

(2) The Decommissioning Report con-
taining the elements described in
§946.5(c); and

(3) The Confirmation of Services Re-
port prepared by the NWS in accord-
ance with paragraph (e) of this section.

(d) If the restructuring proposed to
be certified involves the commis-
sioning of an ASOS unit, the Respon-
sible Meteorologist shall also consider
the following evidence from oper-
ational demonstration of modernized
operations in reaching the conclusion
that no degradation of service will re-
sult:

(1) The Commissioning Report con-
taining the elements described in
§946.5(a);

(2) The NWS Surface Observation
Modernization Report documenting
that manual observations being discon-
tinued are no longer needed to provide
mission field services; based on the
final scientific and technical criteria
(including all requirements and proce-
dures) published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER in accordance with section
704(b)(2) of the act; and

(3) The Confirmation of Services Re-
port prepared by the NWS in accord-
ance with paragraph (e) of this section.

(e) The Confirmation of Services Re-
port required by paragraphs (c) and (d)
of this section shall include a list of
those users who have been contacted
during the confirmation process, to
document that services have not been
degraded. These users shall include the
appropriate media and emergency man-
agers in the service area and the appro-
priate federal and state agencies in-
cluding specifically the FAA if the re-
structuring involves a field office lo-

§946.8

cated at an airport and consultation
with the FAA has not been conducted
in accordance with §946.5(b). This Re-
port shall be based on the scientific
and technical criteria set forth in the
Internal and External Communication
and Coordination Plan for the Mod-
ernization and Associated Restruc-
turing of the National Weather Serv-
ice, which criteria shall be included in
the final certification criteria pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER in ac-
cordance with sec. 704(b)(2) of the Act.

(f) If the restructuring proposed to be
certified involves the relocation of a
field office, the Responsible Meteorolo-
gist shall also consider the following
evidence in reaching the conclusion
that no degradation of service will re-
sult:

(1) Evidence based upon operational
demonstration during earlier mod-
ernization actions in which an entire
field office was moved from one loca-
tion to another including specifically
the impact of such moves on services;

(2) A checklist of all operational
tests and inspections that will be per-
formed at the new location to ensure
that the relocated equipment is fully
operational;

(3) A list of all users notified prior to
the relocation, and a list of the con-
tacts that will be made with the rel-
evant users to confirm operational sta-
tus after the relocation; and

(4) Comments received from notified
users and those received during the
public comment period.

§946.8 Review of proposed certifi-
cation for restructuring.

The Responsible Meteorologist shall
transmit the proposed certification and
the accompanying documentation to
the Regional Director for review. The
Regional Director may amend or sup-
plement the documentation provided
subsequent readers can easily identify
his or her amendments or supplements.
If the Regional Director agrees with
the proposed certification, he or she
shall endorse the proposed certifi-
cation, and transmit it along with all
the accompanying documentation to
the Secretary. A copy of any proposed
certification shall be provided to the
Committee upon request of the Com-
mittee.
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